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Local News

Artist explores climate change impacts
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Tweed River Art Gallery is cur-
rently showing an exhibition 
that addresses the community’s 
growing concern about the im-
pact of climate change, in the 
leadup to World Environment 
Day on June �.

�orsorgeprinzip? �rom �ali 
to �openhagen is an exhibition 
of drawings by Southport artist 
Roslyn Taplin that explores the 
drivers and impacts of climate 
change. It continues till May 
��.  Gallery director Susi Mud-
diman said that in her exhi-
bition, Taplin aimed to raise 
questions of ethical responsi-
bility.

‘�e work is a reaction to the 
inertia in political decision-
making on climate change and 
addresses the challenges of im-
plementation of the Vorsorge-
prinzip, or “Precautionary 
Principle”, which remains the 
foundation of environmental 
policy and law,’ Ms Muddiman 
said.

‘The United National En-
vironment Program states 
“Where there are threats of 
serious or irreversible damage, 
lack of full scienti�c certainty 
shall not be used as a reason 
for postponing cost-effective 
measures to prevent environ-
mental degradation.”

‘The focus on words and 
language in Ros Taplin’s work 
is a response to political rheto-
ric on climate change. Taplin 

uses hand-printed and writ-
ten text as an image-making 
device and appropriates text 
from speeches on climate 
change and from other sourc-
es that discuss water needs, 

food and biodiversity loss.’
Taplin’s drawings of rural 

petrol bowsers in coastal and 
outback landscapes in NSW 
are inscribed with messages 
from the ���� Bali UN Climate 

Conference. Other drawings 
focus on the ���� Copenhagen 
Conference, the speeches de-
livered and issues raised there, 
and the conference’s outcome, 
the Copenhagen Accord. 

A regular annual survey by 
wildlife o�cers at the Border 
Ranges National Park last week 
has identi�ed nine species of 
small mammals.

National Parks and Wild-
life Service (NPWS) ranger, 
Stephen King, said that the 
week-long survey, which aims 
to monitor key species in the 
World Heritage reserve, ‘con-
tinues to show an exceptionally 
high diversity of species’. 

‘�e Border Ranges National 
Park is recognised as one of the 
most biologically diverse areas 
of Australia. Our survey over 
the past eleven years has con-
�rmed this exceptional diver-

sity, including the presence of a 
number of endangered species,’ 
Mr King said.

�e survey was �rst held in 
����, following the discovery 
of the Hastings River Mouse 
near the park. 

Thought extinct
‘�e Hastings River Mouse 

species was formerly thought 
to be extinct until it was redis-
covered in ���� at Warwick in 
Queensland.

‘Since then it has been found 
in a few other isolated popu-
lations. It is one of the rarest 
small mammals in Australia 
and we need to ensure that 

the national park continues to 
support the drier type of forest 
which is its habitat,’ he said.

‘We have also found two 
other threatened species dur-
ing the surveys, the Common 
Dunnart and the Eastern 
Chestnut Mouse. Common 
species found include the 
Bush Rat, Swamp Rat and 
Antechinus. 

‘This year’s survey found 
Hastings River Mice in an area 
that was recently burnt to con-
trol weeds and reduce the risk 
of wild�res. �e survey allows 
us to investigate the response 
of small mammals to �re and 
habitat change.’

Barry Mossop, a member of the gallery’s installations team, with one of Roslyn Taplin’s drawings 
in her exhibition entitled ‘Vorsorgeprinzip? From Bali to Copenhagen’ which is on display till 
May ��. Photo Je� Dawson

This painting called ‘Resorption’ by well-known Tweed artist Hobie Porter, who grew up in the 
shadow of Mt Warning,  is featured  in a display of some of his works inspired by the local envi-
ronment at the Tweed River Art Gallery till July ��. The display, to coincide with World Environ-
ment Day on June �, includes seven of Hobie’s seascapes featuring local beaches from Kingscli� 
to�Byron Bay. ‘This is�a rare�opportunity to�showcase�part of the collection�locally before�it disap-
pears into private ownership’, said Hobie. Photo supplied

Small mammals thriving in Border Ranges

Paintings inspired by beachcombingBNI MEMBERSHIP VACANCY:
POOL BUILDER

Our experience at BNI has shown us that a pool 
builder would receive many referrals 

through our networking group. 

Phone our president Gabrielle Robertson on 
0414 749 020. She will arrange an obligation-free 

visit to our meetings so that you can see how 
we do business... for you.

BNI is an international referral-based 
business networking group with a 

successful chapter based in the Tweed. 
We meet every Thursday 8.15am–10am. 
BNI Eagle chapter passed over $2m in 

business amongst its members last year.
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Psoriasis & Skin Clinic
Before

After

SERVICING NORTHERN RIVERS
Effective, natural-based treatment
�s Psoriasis  
�s Eczema  
�s Dermatitis
We investigate allergy involvement with 
Eczema and Dermatitis

1300 754 625
6/97 Main Street Murwillumbah
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